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The Zilker Neighborhood Association  

is excited to host a  

CANDIDATE  FORUM   
at our next general meeting on   

Monday, October 29  

6:30 - 8:30 PM 

at a NEW location  

FAITH  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 
2701 South Lamar Blvd.  

× × × 

Meet the school board candidates  

beginning at 6:45  

At - large seat 8  

Gina Hinojosa and  

Mary Ellen Pietruszynski  

District 5  

Amber Elenz and Charlie Jackson  

Followed by the County Commissioner  

Precinct 3 candidates  

Gerald Daugherty, Pat Dixon,  

and Karen Huber  
×  

Also, Holiday Families Program kick -off  

Election of 2013 ZNA officers  

2012 ACL Festival wrap -up 
 × × ×  

Newcomers, homeowners, renters,  

business neighbors  

× × All Welcome × × 

× × ×  

AFTER  DECADES  OF STUDY , the League of Women Voters 

and the Austin Neighborhoods Council have both taken 

a firm stand in favor of reforming Austinõs at-large City 

Council election system, in favor of a minimum of 10 

single -member districts, and in favor of an independent 

commission to draw the district lines. Austin voters can 

make that reform happen this November, if we will 

spend a few extra minutes at the voting booth.  

 The ballot for the November 6 election is a monster 

for Austin voters. After making our choices among all 

the candidates in the usual national, state, and judicial 

races, we will have to select county, school board, and 

ACC officials, most of whom are running in newly 

redrawn districts unfamiliar to the voters. And then 

thereõs the scary part, a list of charter and bond prop-

ositions as long as your arm.  

 Do not despair. Some of these propositions will have 

a momentous, direct effect on our quality of life right 

here in Zilker. Donõt leave the   (Continued on page 5) 
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Early voting is October 22 -November 2. This year we can vote early at Lamar Plaza 

Shopping Center, 1150 S. Lamar, Monday -Saturday 7 -7 and Sunday noon-6. 

Election Day is Tuesday, Nov. 6  

Precincts 332  and 340  vote at Zilker School (1900 Bluebonnet) and Precinct 342  at 

Barton Hills School (2108 Barton Hills Dr.). You may also vote at any other Travis 

County polling place on election day, including the new polling place at Lamar Plaza.  

Check election info at traviscountyelections.org or call 238 -VOTE 
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Page 10, Voting for Health  
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THE  FRIENDS  OF L ITTLE  ZILKER  PARK  (FLZP) 

welcome the community to join us for the Fall 

Tree Planting and Park TLC Day on Saturday, 

Nov. 3, 9 AM -1 PM . Join us as we plant trees 

along our new Ann Arbor sidewalk and weed and 

mulch our garden beds. Little Zilker Fall TLC 

Day will be loads of fun for the entire family.  

 The Austin parks department has approved 

the FLZP tree planting plan (thank you Aaron 

Odland for the great work), and the size of the 

trees has been reduced. The largest trees we will 

be handling are 5 gallons, so we will be digging 

the holes as part of the workday. The parks folks 

will bring trees, mulch, and support posts. There 

will be 25 trees to plant. We need volunteers!  

 Please bring your work gloves, shovels, 

pruning shears, wheelbarrows, and other useful 

implements. Be sure to wear a hat and bring 

your own water bottle and coffee mug. And 

finally, please RSVP to littlezilker@gmail.com  so 

we can send you updates. See you Nov. 3!  

Join the Friends of Little Zilker Park   

Thanks to Gina and Kim, FLZP has made great 

progress over the last year, but they need more 

members. To join, e -mail littlezilker@gmail.com. 

To make a tax -deductible donation, visit the 

Austin Parks Foundation Web site 

(austinparks.org), and look for "Little Zilker."  

New Trees for Little Zilker Park  

 by Kim McKnight and Gina Diehl  

On Campus: 
   Zilker Elementary News    

Bikes on Bluebonnet: ZEN  (the Zilker Elemen-

tary newsletter) reports: òCity staff has informed 

Zilker administration that they soon will begin 

ticketing drivers who pull into the new bike lanes 

to park or drop off their students. Bike lanes must 

remain clear for bicycles. Please adapt driving and 

parking habits.ó 

Zilker Sustainability Committee: Paula 

McDermott reports:  The ZSC meets the first Mon-

day of the month right after drop -off at the picnic 

tables behind the cafeteria. Join us to add your 

creative input and leadership in creating a greener 
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Zilker PTA -Book People Fund -

raiser  Nov. 9 -16: Support reading, 

the local economy, and the Zilker 

PTA by shopping at Book People 

Nov. 9-16. Book People will donate a 

percentage of your purchases to our 

school on these days. Be sure to tell 

them you're with Zilker!  

On Wednesday, Nov. 14, 6 -9 PM : 

Meet us at Book People in your 

pajamas! Zilker PTA will host a 

special event where children (and 

parents) can come to the store in 

their pj's to shop, enjoy milk and 

cookies, and listen while Principal 

Thomson and Zilker teachers read 

stories.  

and more sustainable school, or contact Daniella 

Sadeh or Paula McDermott with ideas like these:  

Zilker's Urban Orchard  

Thanks to all who came out to our fall workday on 

October 6. A little maintenance was done on the 

rain water drip irrigation system, and volunteers 

weeded and mulched around our beautiful and 

healthy orchard trees in front of the school. There 

are plans under way to create a sitting area to en-

joy the rain gardens and evolving food forest.  

Fall Veggie Plant Sale at Zamboree  

We will be making healthy garden starts available 

to the Zilker community to help you grow some of 

your own food at Zamboree for bargain prices, so 

get your garden beds and pots ready!  

Pumpkins for Farms  

We are looking into a post -

Halloween pumpkin collection day 

to provide food and compost for lo-

cal farms. [Editorõs note: ZNA has 

done this on a very small scale by 

making sure the watermelon rinds 

from our July Watermelon Social go 

to our urban chickens.]  

Join Zilker PTA: We want to hear 

from you! Check out the Web site 

ZilkerElem.org or contact us at  

zilkerpta@gmail.com.  
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Walk.  

   Bus.  

      Cycle.  

with Wabucy Zilker  
   by Eileen Nehme  

WABUCY  ZILKER  is a new 

neighborhood activist 

group dedicated to 

increasing walking, bus 

riding, and cycling ñand making it safer and 

easier to do soñin and around Zilker and South 

Lamar. We're also about getting to know our 

neighbors, being creative, having fun, and 

building community. Our approach is light -

hearted, supportive, and collaborative ñand we 

aim to get things done! In our first few months, 

we've focused on social events, including a bus 

ride to the downtown farmer's market and an all -

ages bike ride to Lick Ice Cream. We've got more 

fun events planned, and we are gearing up for 

advocacy aimed at businesses and the City of 

Austin to get street improvements in place.  

 The easiest way to support our efforts and 

keep up with what we are doing is to like our 

Facebook page. Your support makes our collective 

voice louder! Join us at an event this fall, or come 

to our next planning meeting. Details will be 

posted on the Zilker Yahoo Group 

(zilker@yahoogroups.com) and the Wabucy 

Facebook Page.  

Upcoming Wabucy Zilker Events   

Oct. 26, 7:30 PM : S. Lamar Walkabout/Pub Crawl,  

starts at Gibson Bar  

Nov. 10, time TBD: Train ride,  

downtown to Black Star Brewery Co -op 

Nov. 17, time TBD: Pre -Thanksgiving bus ride  

to Farmer's Market  

After gathering at Zilker 

Elementary School, the 

Wabucy brigade bikes 

down Hether to celebrate 

the end of summer with 

some local ice cream from 

Lick, at 2032 South 

Lamar. 

About two dozen neighbors board the #3 bus on South Lamar 

at Bluebonnet for the first Wabucy Zilker event, a Saturday 

trip to the downtown farmers market on August 25.  


