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× × ×  

Newcomers, homeowners, renters,  
business neighbors 

× × All Welcome × × 

NEWS   

ZZ   
THE  GREAT  CYCLO -CROSS WASHOUT  of January 2015 

gave the leadership of the Zilker, Barton Hills, and 

Bouldin Creek neighborhood associations an excuse to 

meet with Parks Director Sara Hensley and other City 

staff, along with District 5 Councilmember Ann Kitch-

en, to talk frankly about the City's process for approv-

ing and managing events at Zilker Park. The Parks 

and Recreation Department  (PARD) hosts more than 

100 special events each year. Just a few of those events 

(Blues on the Green, ACL Fest, Trail of Lights, and Cy-

clo-cross) have closed most or part of Zilker Park for a 

total of 151 days, and counting.  

 It's time to set some limits.  

 As we shared notes on February 4, 2015, on how 

the cyclo-cross promoters came to secure "approval" to 

hold the event in Zilker Park, the meeting itself be-

came the first lesson learned. (Continued on page 10)  

OUR GOAL  IS TO BE YOUR  VOICE  for South Austin. We work for the 

citizens of District 5 and the city. Please contact us whenever you 

have a question, a problem youõd like our help with, or an idea for 

how the city can work better for you and your neighbors.  

 We are working to: Obtain your ideas on key issues and poten-

tial solutions, create opportunities to talk with and be available to 

people who are not able to come down to City Hall, help individu-

als receive quality city services, and keep our District 5 informed 

about key issues.                                         (Continued on page 11)  
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Page 2, Zilker Kite Festival; Robert 

E. Lee Tributary work days  

Page 3, Itõs My Park day at Little 

Zilker Park, March 7  

Page 4, Uncle Billyõs Brewery late 

hours permit  

Page 5, South Lamar Corridor Plan  

Page 6, Zilker Elementary School 

events and fundraising  

Page 7, Property Tax 101 Workshop  

Page 8, Zilker Elves Deliver Again  

Page 9, ZNA boundary map, new 

officers 

Page 11, Councilmember Kitchenõs 

staff and contact info  

Editor's Note: In November, Ann Kitchen was elected to a four-year 
term on Austin's first 10-One City Council in District 5. Ann won 68% of 
the vote in Zilker precincts 332 and 340. ZNA's officers hope all our 
Zilker neighbors will join us in welcoming her to the February 23 ZNA 
meeting and take this opportunity to meet her and her staff in person. 
Here is an introductory message from her office. 

Our Voice at City Hall 
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DON 'T M ISS THE  ZILKER  PARK  K ITE  FESTIVAL  on 

Sunday, March 1. (Rain date March 8.)  

     The Exchange Club of Austin created the 

event as a kite tournament in 1929, with a mis-

sion to encourage creativity in children. The 

event has been held in Zilker Park since 1936, 

shortly after the park opened. Now the Exchange 

Club has teamed with Austin's parks department 

and ABC pest control, and many other sponsors, 

to continue this historic event. The Kite Festival 

is free for everyone and benefits Communities in 

Schools of Central Texas.  

     ZNA donates to the Kite Festival as one way 

to support fun, family, and free community 

events in our most treasured park.  

 Visit ABCKiteFestival.com for more info.  

VOLUNTEERS  FROM  ZILKER  AND  BARTON  H ILLS  

neighborhood associations have joined forces to 

transform  Robert E. Lee Tributary, which  runs 

parallel to Robert E. Lee Road and flows into 

Barton Creek downstream of Barton Springs 

Pool. The group is building on the City's ef-

forts,  started several years ago, to allow vegeta-

tion to grow, which  lessens erosion and pollution 

and creates a more natural -looking waterway. 

The next step is to reduce  invasive species like 

ragweed and plant native species of trees, grass-

es, and flowers. This is where volunteers from 

the neighborhood (and beyond!)  come in. Anyone 

can participate and help  add to the beauty of the 

south side of Zilker Park.  

 The next  workday is scheduled for Saturday, 

February 21, 10 -noon . The primary task will be 

planting native species. Keep Austin Beautiful 

loans us tools, but please feel free to bring your 

own. Please bring a personal water bottle and 

dress appropriately. Children under 13 must be 

accompanied by an adult at all times. Public 

parking is available at lots  along the tributary.  

 After Itõs My Park Day on March 7, your next 

chance to volunteer will be the Keep Austin 

Beautiful "Clean Sweep Day" on April 11. Mark 

your calendar; details will follow.  

 

For more information  contact  

Gail Rothe (grothe@austin.rr.com) or  

David King (dking@austin.rr.com).  

Kite Time in Zilker Park Beautify Robert E. Lee This Spring 
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COME  JOIN  US for the Little Zilker Park/Zilker 

Elementary Spring work day!  

 Friends of Little Zilker Park (FLZP) has its 

next big community event on Saturday, March 

7, from 10 AM  to 2 PM  as part of the citywide It's 

My Park Day, sponsored by the Austin Parks 

Foundation (APF).  

 FLZP is partnering with the Zilker Elemen-

tary School Sustainability Committee to tackle 

several projects around Little Zilker Park and 

the school campus. In partnership with the Odd 

Duck restaurant, volunteers will work on the 

Zilker Edible Garden build out as well as gen-

eral maintenance of the grounds, including 

cleaning out garden beds and clearing bermuda 

Give Spring a Boost in Little Zilker  

Join the Friends of Little Zilker 

Neighborhood Park  

through FLZP@yahoogroups.com, 

or contact  

littlezilker@gmail.com  

to find out how to volunteer for 

projects, planning, and events  

grass from tree wells.  

 This is a fun event for the whole 

family and a great way to visit with 

neighbors and school friends. Bring 

work gloves, shovels, rakes, wheel-

barrows, and other useful imple-

ments. Be sure to wear a hat and 

bring your own water bottle and 

coffee mug. Coffee, water, snacks, 

and a T-shirt will be provided for 

volunteers.  

 RSVP to littlezilker@gmail.com 

(with your T -shirt size) so we can 

send you updates.  

 According to the APF, the 100+ 

projects on It's My Park Day last 

year, with over 10,000 hours of la-

bor contributed by over 3000 volun-

teers, òrepresented an investment 

of over one quarter of a million dol-

lars for Austin's parks.ó To learn 

more about supporting Austin 

parks, visit austinparks.org.  
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UNCLE  BILLY 'S Brewery and Smokehouse on 

Barton Springs Road was recently cited for a 

code violation after it was discovered that the 

City of Austin had mistakenly approved a late -

hours permit for the restaurant many years 

ago. A late -hours permit, issued by the state 

alcoholic beverage agency (TABC), allows estab-

lishments to sell alcohol after midnight. (Nei -

ther the state nor the City restricts the hours 

that a restaurant may stay open.)  

 The problem is that a city must verify that a 

restaurant meets the zoning code before the 

TABC issues a liquor license. Austinõs Code re-

quires that restaurants receive a conditional 

use permit (CUP) through the Planning Com-

mission before they can serve alcohol after mid-

night. That's what Uncle Billy's is lacking, and 

owner Rick Engel has asked ZNA to support his 

application for a CUP. His request will be on 

the agenda of ZNA's general meeting on Feb. 23 

for discussion and possible action.  

 Over the years, ZNA has negotiated various 

agreements with Mr. Engel to preserve the 

neighborhood character of his properties and to 

protect nearby residents from noise and traffic 

problems. We are confident that this coopera-

tive relationship will continue. The big issue in 

this case, however, is precedent and whether 

other establishments that don't have a history 

of responsible operations will apply for late -hours 

permits and disrupt the delicate balance along 

Restaurant Row.  

 Last month, the City's Waterfront Planning 

and Advisory Board did not recommend the CUP 

for Uncle Billy's. Cory Walton, one of the board 

members who opposed the late -hours request, was 

concerned about: òone, the proximity to single-

family residential neighborhoods, as well as the 

large number of multi -family residents, and re-

sultant traffic and possible drunken driving and 

noise; two, the existing large number of pedestri-

ans on the street at all hours but especially during 

and after large Zilker park events; three, most 

WPAB members did not want to be the voice that 

set a precedent of late -night alcohol sales in a 

transitional corridor between waterfront, parks, 

and residential neighborhoods.ó 

 Typical comments from Zilker residents echo 

those concerns: òI am concerned with drunk 

crowds leaving later, creating loud crowd noise, 

garbage on the easements, and drunk driving" and 

"I am concerned about Barton Springs Road be-

coming a Sixth Street bar scene.ó At the same 

time, most residents are satisfied with current 

conditions and want to maintain the status quo.  

 As this newsletter goes to press, the nearest 

neighbors to Uncle Billy's are considering addi-

tions to ZNAõs existing private agreement with 

Mr. Engel, and the zoning committee is working 

with Mr. Engel and City staff to research the issue 

of precedents. We hope to have a resolution ready 

to present to the ZNA membership on Feb. 23.  

Restaurant Row After 
Midnight   by Lorraine Atherton 
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Interested in walking, bus riding, and 
cycling in Zilker?  

Find WaBuCy on Facebook, or join 
wabucy@yahoogroups.com 

THE  PUBLIC  INPUT  PROCESS for the 

South Lamar Corridor Plan and 

Mobility Study (see the October 

2014 ZNews) began with an open 

house at Zilker Elementary School 

on December 10. Along with ex-

hibits and data displayed at the 

event, a summary report of com-

munity input from the open house 

and online surveys is now availa-

ble on the project Web site, at aus-

tintexas.gov/SouthLamar. All of 

the comments that were made on 

the map at the open house have 

been geocoded online to make it 

easier for you to see exactly where 

people had questions, comments, 

and/or concerns for South Lamar.  

 Public involvement will contin-

ue with a presentation by mem-

bers of the study project team at 

the February 23 meeting of ZNA 

(at Zilker Elementary, 7 PM). Oth-

er groups are encouraged to invite 

the project team to meet with 

them; contact the team through 

austintexas.gov/SouthLamar.  

 The Austin Transportation De-

partment has also announced that 

it is installing a signalized cross-

walk, otherwise known as a pedes-

trian hybrid beacon, on South La-

mar between Oltorf and Oxford 

Streets. The new signal will allow 

pedestrians to cross between 

parking facilities and businesses, 

and provide enhanced access to 

the Metro Rapid and other transit 

stops in that block. The pedestri-

an hybrid beacon will be con-

structed over the next few weeks 

and is anticipated to be operation-

al near the end of February.  
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